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Iſaiah, Chap. lvii. v. 55 
Thus ſauh the High and Lofty One that inhabiteth 


Eternity, whoſe Name 1s Holy, 1 dwell in the 


High and Holy Place; with him alſo that us of 
a contrite and humble 5 pirit, to revive the Spi- 


it of the Humble, and fo ads fe Heart of 
the Contrite Ones. 


Shall endegrone to make theſe Words Uſe- 
ful and Suitable to the preſent Seaſon, by 
diſcourſing upon them in this Method. 


I. By ſhewing for what Reaſons it is moſt pro- 
bable that the Prophet choſe out thele parti- 
cular Attributes, to introduce what follows. 
A 2 Thy, 
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(4) 
Thus ſaith the High and Lofty One that inbabi- 
teth Eternity, whoſe Name is Holy. = 
II. How great God's Goodneſs and Mercy is, 
who notwithftanding His Excellency and 


Perfection in ſo many reſpects, yet vouch- 


fafes to deſcend ſo Low, as He declares in 
thoſe remarkable Words. I dwell in the 
High and the Holy Place; with bim alſo, that 
is of a Contrite and Humble Spirit 


UI. The Gracious Defign and Happy Effect of 


this, To revive the irit | of the Humble, and | 
to revive the Heart of the Contrite ones. 


I. For what Reaſons it is moſt probable, that 
the Prophet Choſe out theſe particular At- 
tributes, c. | . 
As that which is ſpoken of here is Wonder- 

ful in itſelf, and of the greateſt Benefit to thoſe 

that ſhould be worthy to receive it; ſo it is. 
introduc in the moſt Glorious manner; Thoſe 


Attributes being choſen out for this purpoſe, 
which are the moſt Awful in the Divine Na- 


ture : Supreme Majeſty, Eternity, and Holineſs. : 
This was in order to give Authority to the 


Speaker, and to raiſe the. Attention of the 
Hearer; for with what Reverence and Duty 
ſhould all the Manifeſtations of His Will be 


received 
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received, who is the High and Lofty One? How 


unalterable and unchangeable muſt Hi, Coun- 


eils, His Promiſes be, Who is immortally the 
fame, Who inbabiteth Eternity! How Perfect 
in themſelves; How much for the Good of 
every Soul which hearkens to them? Since 


they come from Him Whoſe Name is Holy. 
Theſe particular Attributes are uſeful alſo; 


to ſet forth the Goodneſs of God : His Majeſty 


eonſider d by it ſelf, Would be only Dreadful ; 
His Holineſs inquired into alone, would in- 
ereaſe the diſtance between God and Man; 


and repreſent Him as incommunicable to Hu- 
mane Nature; His Eternity too would only 
increaſe our Aftoniſhment ; unleſs we confi- 


der'd each of theſe Attributes, and all of them 


together, as the Inſtruments of his Goodneſs, 
and the Security of it: If Goodneſs and: Mer- 
cy, when they are joyn'd to Severeign Power- 


make Earthly Princes the Joy and Admiration 
of their Subjects, becauſe it is then they Re- 


flect the Image of that God whoſe Vicegerents 


they are, in the moſt Glorious manner ;. 
What muſt it be to Behold theſe as United in 


God Himſelf, to Confider Infinite Goodireſs di- 
_ rected by Infinite W:iſdow and: Holineſs, and 
 eommunicating it ſelf by Almzghty Power? 
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This ſhould often be the Subject of our Me. 
ditations, that we may know how to Love 


and Obey, that our Souls may feel that juſt 


mixture of Paſhons, that Awful Gratitude, that 
Humble Hope, and Duteous Gladneſs ; which 


are ſo neceſſary to keep it Pleas d and Steddy in 
its Obedience. 5 
Again, Theſe Attributes were made choice 


of, to take away thoſe Doubts or Objections, 
as to what follows, which might riſe from the 


Infinite Diſtance between God and Man; for 
if this be ſo, How is it poſſible that He ſhould 
ever dwell with Him? Nay, How ſhould He 


dwell chiefly with thoſe who are more Miſe- 
rable, more Contemptible in Appearance then 
all the World beſides? The Atheiſt would 
laugh at this, the Humble not dare to hope it: 
Therefore, the Prophet aſſerts here in the moſt 
ſolemn manner, that God is indeed the Higb and 
| Lofty One that Inhabiteth Eternity, the very ſame 
whoſe Name 1s Holy. Nay, therefore he introdu- 
ces God himſelf as making this Declaration, 1 
dell in the High and Holy Place, yet for all this 
Sovereign Power, this Infinite Diſtance, He 
goes on with him alſo that is of a Contrite and 
Humble Spirit; The ſame who reſides in Hea- 
ven, as to his Glory, is ever preſent by his 


Grace to his Faithful Servants. 


; Laſtly, 
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His Excellency and Perfection, I dwell in the 


rr 
- Laſtly, this was alſo, to ſhew the Hypocri- 
ſy or Folly of thoſe Pretences, which ſome 
People make uſe of, for delaying to be good, 


and deferring their Repentance; that they are 


afraid or aſhamed to appear before God, that 


ſinful Duſt or Aſhes can have no Communica- 
tion with the Exalted Majefty, the Purity 


and Holineſs of the Divine Nature, and 
therefore, tho' they fain would, yet they 


dare not lift up their Eyes towards Heaven, 


or ask for Forgiveneſs: O falſe Humility ! 
Where was this Modeſty, when they com- 
mitted ſo many Sins? Did they never hear of 


the Incarnation ? Do they know nothing of 
the Croſs of Chriſt? Through this, God is 
not only ready to forgive, but to deſcend to 
the Faithful Penitent : Let Humility attend 
upon a Lively Faith, and then it will be im- 


prov'd into Repentance, and that into Contri- 


tion ; Then the Soul will Hearken with Joy, 
to what the Prophet affures it of here, in the 


Name of God; Thus-faith the High and Lofiy 


One that inhabiteth Eternity. 


But hitherto, all this is but a kind of Intro- 


duction, what He delivers next is in the Words 
of God Himſelf, and will ſhew Effectually. 


II. The Greatneſs of God's Goodneſs and 
Mercy, Who, notwithſtanding He thus aſſerts 


Hiob 


High and Holy Place, yet vouchſafes to deſcend 
ſo low as He declares in thoſe Remarkable 
Words, With him alſo that is of a Contrite and 
Humble Spirit. TE „ 

The Heathens thought that Heaven was the 
moſt proper Place for the chiefeſt of their Gods, 
but tho' they thought ſo, becauſe it was the 
Higb, yet they ſeem not to have concern'd 
themſelves whether it was the Holy Place or no, 
but on the contrary, repreſented it frankly, as 
Polluted by the moſt Outrageous Paſſions, and 
fouleſt Appetites. # 8 


The Jews were inſtructed better, and be- 
Iiev'd in one God; in One, as much above a- 
ny Error by his Infinite Wiſdom, as above any 
failing by his Eternal Holineſs; ſo Pure, ſo 
Perfect in himſelf, as to Sanctify the Place of 
his Reſidence, by his Prefenc, 
But the Chriſtian Religion affords us more 
Noble, more Diſtinct Notions of this Holy 
Place, in that it was Sanctify'd to the Higheſt 
Degree upon our Redemption, when the Son 
ot God aſcending thither, enter'd there as our 
High Prieſt, and ſat down as our Mediator on 
the Right Hand of the Majeſty on High : For 
ſuch an Hg Prieft became us, who 1s holy, harm- 
l:ſs, undefiled, ſeperate from Sinners, and made 
higher than the Heavens. Who neither by the 
Blood of Goats ard Calxes, but by his owm Blvol 
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enter d in once into the Holy Place, having ohtain d 


eternal Salvation for us. Heb. 7. 26.—9. 12. 


What can give us an higher Notion of the Ho- 


lineſs of that Place, which was thus SanQtify'd 


by the Blood of Chrift ? And where he dwells, 
that is Holineſs itſelf? And therefore how 
Great, how Adorable, muſt his Goodneſs be! 
When ſuch as his Majeſty ig, ſuch is his Mercy: 


When his Infinite Height ſerves only to enable 


him to ſtoop more Low, ſo very Low, as to 
dwell with him alſo, that is of a Contrite and hum- 


ble Spirit. | 


'Tis a noble Thought of the Pſalmiſt, when 


beholding as it were at one View, the Great- 
neſs of Gods Majeſty, and the Condeſcenſions 
of his Providence : He cries out in a Rapture ; 


Who is like unto the Lord our God, who dwelleth 
on high ? Who humbleth Himſelf to behold the 
things that are in Heaven and in the Earth? Pf. 


113. 5, 6. Thoſe Glorious Bodies of Light, 
which adorn the Heavens: Thoſe Bleſſed 
Spirits who Inhabit them, and are ever Cele- 


brating Their Creator's, and Our Redeemer's 


Praiſe; are yet fo much Inferior to God in 
their Nature, that it is Humility in Him ever 


to behold them. What muſt it be then to be- 


hold the Things that are in the Earth? What 
muſt it be to deſcend to dwell there, to dwell 


1 with 


| „„ 
with the moſt unworthy of all his Creatures; 
and that too ſooneſt, when in all the Lowli- 
neſs and Humiliation of Sorrow and Repen- 
tance? . 
But the Wonders of the Incarnation, will 
make this leſs ſtrange to us Chriſtians. For then 
the wideſt extreams of Higheſt and Loweſt, 
in the Divine and Humane Nature met to- 
gether in the Holy Jeſus : Who, amidft the 
meaneſt Circumſtances of this Mortal State; 
Poor, Hungry, and Deſpis'd ; Calumniated, 
Perſecuted, Crucified : Yet by the Holi- 
neſs of his Life and Doctrine, and by the 
Power of his Miracles, appear'd manifeſtly to 
all Unprejudic'd Perſons, to be Ihe High, the 
Lofty One, that Inhabiteth Eterniig. 
O let us reflect upon this with Joy, for this 
is the Foundation of our Hopes, and the Spring 
of our Eternal Thankſgiving. From that 
time, (ſo great is his Love) upon account of 
theſe very Sufferings, even to the Death of the 
Croſs; Do's the Son of God delight to be with 
the Children of Men, and to dwell with the 
Contrite and Humble Spirit: For ſince God 
became Man, and Aſcended up again to Glo- 
ry, the Object of our Faith and Worſhip is 
more fx'd and plain, and the Intercourſe be- 
tween Heaven and Earth made more wy 
We 
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We direct our Prayers to our Gracious Media- 
tor ; he offers them to the Father, in Virtue 
of his perfect Obedience, and Spotleſ: Sacri- 
fice upon the Croſs : And then Grace and For- 
givenels deſcend ſwiftly to us. So powerful 
is his Interceſſion, ſo much Virtue is there in 
bis Bleſſed Name. For he wants no aſſiſtant, 

no Under-Interceflors ; But will be alone the 
Conveyer of our Petitions, and the Object of 


our Adoration. 


But perhaps it may not rem ſo Wonderf, 1, 
that Heaven ſhould be Sanctify'd by God's im- 
mediate Preſence ; or become eminently the 


Habitation of his Holineſs : For where ſfiou'd 
the Creator, Redeemer and Governour of the 


World refide? Where ſhould Infinite Perfection 
dwell, but in the High and the Holy Place? 
That which is moſt Amazing, 1s what follows, 
That he ſhould do fo with him alſo, that i 15 of a a 
Contr ite and Humble Spirit. 
The chief difference between Men in the 
Sight of God, is from their Obedience or Re- 
pentance : His Majeſty and Power give place 


to his Holineſs; and therefore it is not any out- 
ward Advantage, but inward Purity which is 


requir d to receive him: Which Purity is beſt 
obtain'd by Contrition, and beſt preſerv'd by 
Humulity : Pride and Innocence cannot laſt 

B 2 long 


OS 6, 
long together, becauſe, tho' Pride may make 
one ſcorn to do Evil, yet it will ſcorn too that 


Advice, that Caution, and thoſe other Means 


which are neceſſary, to diſcover and avoid 


what is Evil: And when a Man is once fal- 


len into Wickedneſs, Pride runs into Impu- 
dence, defends inſolently what was done 


thro' inadvertency, and becomes incapable 


of Repentance ; to the utter excluſion of all 


Goodneſs, and therefore of God Himſelf. 
Whereas Humility either preſerves the Soul 


from Sinning, or gives it ſo juſt a fight of its 
own Deformity afterwards, as to ſtrike it with 
Shame and Sorrow, and make it ſtrive to re- 


cover its Innocence and Beauty by the fin- 


cere Repentance of a Contrite Spirit; and 
then God vouchſafes to dwell with ſuch a 
one. 8 

1. Becauſe it 1s moſt like unto Him; As God 


is a Spirit, and moves thro! every part of the 


Creation, He muft be pleasd moſt, with 
what is moſt like Himſelf; this muſt be the 
Humane Soul when truly Rational, when not 
diſturb'd by irregular Paſſions or Appetites, or 
deformed by the Ruines, or polluted by the 
Remains of them. The Communicative Good. 
neſs of the Divine Nature makes it ever ready 
to enter where it meets with no Oppoſition, 

— 


FR 


and to fill every Vacancy that is fit to receive 


it, but Ingratitude and Rebellion blacken the 
Soul and an ill Conſctence becomes Hell it 
ſelf; How then can the High and Holy One 
dwell with ſuch a Spirit, ſo very like one of 
thoſe who were driven from Heaven for their 


Pride and Diſobedience ? Whereas, when the 
Soul is purified by Faith and Repentance, the 
Holy Spirit rejoyces in what is ſo like it 


ſelf, enters 1n and ſettles there : Nothing in- 


deed ſeems ſwifter then Divine Vengeance, 
yet as this is God's ſtrange Work, he muſt be 
flow to begin it, and glad to end it; But how 


much ſwifter muſt his Mercies naturally be, 
fince theſe are the Works which He delights, 
in, therefore do's He wait to be Gracious to ur; 
Therefore when our Repentance permits Him 
to be ſo, He conveys Forgiveneſs to us, more 


ſwift then Light, Nay, then Thought it ſelf, 
and dwells with the Contrite and Humble 
Spirit, to continue His Bleſſings to it, and 
to ſecure it from all Temptation: This He 
does, 


2. Becauſe, Such a Spirit is beſt Qualifyd 


by Contrition and Humility to receive Him: 
Contrition is a very high Degree of Repentance, 


it breaks, as it were, the Stubborn Heart, Refines 


and Purges it from its Earthly Droſs, and from 


the 
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the Pollutions of the World; yet Repentance 


can never riſe to ſo high a degree but in the 


true Chriſtian. When He remembers the 
Mercies of His Redemption, and reflects du- 
ly upon Judgment and Eternity; When He 

recollects all that his Gracious Lord has done 
for Him, and all that he has done againſt 


Himſelf, when He finds for what wretched 


Enjoyments He has loſt immortal Happineſs, 
this will work Him up to ſuch a Senſe of 


his Folly and Miſery, to ſuch fincere and 


hearty Sorrow for it; as no other Motives are 
capable of producing. I grant, that a good 


Man may feel ſomething of this from the 


Light of Nature, and the Force of his Rea- 


ſon ; but Repentance muſt be always propor- 


tionable to that meaſure of Divine Goodneſs 
which a Man is conſcious He has tranſgreſt 


againſt, and that will be moſt peircing 
which ariſes not only from the Fear of Dan- 


ger incurr'd, but from the Shame of Love 


and Mercy abus'd ; What Love was ever like 


that of our Crucify'd Redeemer ? And when 


We believe in Him and yet Sin againft Him, 


what Mercy was ever abus'd ſo ingratefully ? 


What Repentance can ever be like the Con- 
trite Chriſtians? J herefore, it muſt be with 
tuch an Humble Spirit, with ſuch a Con- 

ie 


4 5 


TW 9 : 

trite Heart that God will dwell ſooneſt and 
longeſt. ES 

 *Tis true, perfect Purity is inconſiſtent with 
Humane Nature : However it may be ſuch as 
God will improve Himſelf, and ſo allow of, as 
to dwell with it; We read, that the Heavens 
themſelves are not clean in his fjoht, Job 15. 15. 
Yet he has fix d his Throne there : well then 
may we believe that He will dwell with hat 
Soul, whoſe Stains are waſh'd away by the 
Blood of Chriſt, which is Sanctify'd by the 
Spirit of Holineſs, and becomes ſtill more 
Pure, more Enlighten'd, the nearer that God 
_epproaches to iet. „ 

And this ſtill the rather, when Contrition 
is attended with Humility, for this is the. 


Faithful Guardian of Repentance, and its 


beſt Security againſt Relapſing into Sin ;. 
Vanity can never be a ſure Preſervative of 
Any Excellency, but whilſt it opens the 
Door to Admirers, it lets in every Temptati- 
on, and is apt to end at laſt in Stubborn A- 
theiſm or Sinleſs Perfection; each of which: 
are equally uncapable of Repentance, and 
exclude equally the Son of God: But Humi- 
lity teaches the Soul to know itſelf, to know its. 
own Ignorance, Frailty and Miſery ; and there- 
fore how certainly it muſt be loſt, be wretche(t 

. 5 For. 
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for ever, without a Redeemer ; this will ſhew 


it conſequently, the Neceſſity of Repentance, 
and make it implore Forgiveneſs in the Pangs 


of Contrition, in the Sighs and Tears of a 
broken Heart, as in thoſe Words of our Pro- 
phet: Look down from Heaven, and behold from 


) 


the Habitation of thy Holineſs, and of thy Glory, 
Where is thy Zeal and thy Strength, the ſounding. 
of thy Bowels towards me? Are they reſtrained? 
Or as the Pſalmiſt, Hear me, O Lord, for thy 
Loving Kindneſs is great: Turn unto me according 


to the Multitude of thy Tender Mercy's : Draw 


nigh unto my Soul and Redeem it, O ſave me for 
thy Mercy's ſake. How certainly will ſuch a 


Soul be heard ! How quickly will the God of 
Mercy fly to its Relief and Comfort ! Ina 


word, what Wealth, what Force, what all 


the Wiſdom of this World cannot do, is done 
by Humility ; it opens the Heavens to our 
Prayers, it brings down the Son of God to 


us, and engages Him to dwell with the Con- 


trite Spirit : But to the end that we may have 


a full and compleat Senſe of this Goodneſs, I 


come to ſhew, 


III. The gracious Deſign, and happy Effect 


of his doing ſo, whereof we have aſſurance in 


thoſe Words, To revive the Spirit of the Humble, 


and to revive the Heart of the Contrite Ones. 
The 
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The Joys of Heaven conſiſt in the ſeeing 
God as he is, the Praiſing him, the being U- 
nited to him for evermore : But God antidates 


this Happineſs to thoſe that are of an Hum- 
ble and Contrite Spirit ; and begins their Hea- 


ven to them immediately, by the Joys of his 
Preſence, the Raptures of a good Conſcience, 
and the Aſſurance of Immortal Happineſs. On 
the other Side to Aggravate the Folly and Mad- 
neſs of the Wicked, Their Hell begins imme- 

diately, Guilty Paſſion, and Diſappointed 
Pride, Struglings between Infidelity and Re- 
morſe Rack and Torment them : Yet this part of 


Hell, the Hell of this Life, is ſtill capable of Re- 


pentance, that which follows after Death is not 
ſo, and Repentance can never feel half the Sor- 

row which Guilt do's ; but Pride hinders this, 

Pride makes Men Devils, and keeps them ſo: 
The falſe ſhame of having been in the wrong, 
the pretended Modeſty and Humility of not 
daring to own it, keeps them in it for ever; 
and the Diſeaſe becomes incurable, for want 
of being Diſcover'd to the Phyſician of Souls: 
Yet he needs not to be inform'd of it, he ſees 


into all the Pride of the impenitent Heart, and 
by what ſhifts and pretences it looks out for 


help from the meaneſt Things, while it ſcorns 
to ask any of its God : Yet after all, what is 


C ä 
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the Eaſe they pretend to, better than ſtupidi- 


ty? Or what is their affected Indolence, only 


being becalm'd? Not that this can laſt long 
neither: But as if Guilt were rather refreſn'd 


than ſilenc d by their vain Amuſements, it 
wakes out of them again with new Rage and 
ſtronger Violence: Alas ! How ſhort are the 


Intervals, but how laſting the Torments of an 


ill Conſcience ! Whereas the way to Peace and 
Happineſs is near and eaſy : If the ſame Heart 
that holds out thus Stubbornly againſt its Gd 


were broken by Contrition ; if the ſame Spi- 
Tit thus exalted againſt its Redeemer, would 
but humble it ſelf before him; he would gra- 
ciouſly deſcend to Aſſiſt it, He would new 


form it, He would dwell with it, and Comfort 
it with the Joys of his Salvation. Sk 
Here then let me ſtay and Expoſtulate a lit- 


tle with the Stubborn Impenitent. What is it 
that can make Thee continue in ſo much Mi- 


ſery, and refuſe ſo much Happineſs. When 


Heaven is offer d thee, how comes Hell to be 


thy Choice? Is there any thing unreaſonable in 


Repentance? Is it the Shame or the Sorrow 


of it that makes thee ſo averſe to it; As to the 


Shame; Repentance is nothing but the Recove- 


ry of right Reaſon, and therefore conſiſtent 
with Wit and Senſe, it is nothing but the ac- 
1 7 know 


(19) 
knowledging and forſaking of Error and Vice, 
and therefore conſiſtent with Truth and Ju- 
ſtice ; 'tis the acknowledging them to God on- 
ly, to that High and Lofty One that Inhabiteth E- 
ternity; and therefore conſiſtent with Cou- 
rage and Honour : So that which Way ſoever 
vain Man ſhifts and turns Himſelf as to pre- 
tended Shame, He till meets with the Reaſo- 
nableneſs. of Repentance : Then as fo the Sor- 
row, that looks ſo Dreadful in it; How often 
is as much as this requires, thrown away up- 
on the World, upon trifling Loſſes, Nay, up- 
on convenient Diſappointments : While we la- 
ment our ill Conduct in miſcarrying in ſuch 
a Cauſe, or ſuch a Project, in what relates to 
our Ambition, our Avarice, or our Revenge; 
We deny ourſelves Sleep ond Food ; We watch 
and we Faſt perverſely, and never Pardon our 
ſelves any Faults fo ſoon, as thoſe which we 
Commit againſt our God. 
1 have now gon thro” thoſe ſeveral Thiogs 
which 1 propos s'd to ſhew from theſe Excellent 
Words in the Text, it remains only to draw 
two or three practical Inferences from what has 
been ſaid, and then I ſhall have done. 5 
1. If the High and Lofty one that inhabiteth 
N dwell alſo with the Contrite and Hum- 
ble Spirit, then how extenſive is His Goodneſs, 
ST how 


RE... 
how watchful his Providence, and therefore 
how entirely ſhould we truft in Him, and in 
Him alone? He that truſts only in himſelf 


depends commonly upon a Fool; he that 
truſts ſo in any other, depends upon a Crea- 
ture, that is at the beſt, weak in its Knowledge 


and Judgment, unſteddy in its Gratitude and 
Friendſhip, and incertain as to its Ability 
or Duration: But he that truſts in God, truſts 
in Him whoſe Name is Holy, who cannot, 


would not deceive his Creatures, who inhabi- 


teth Eternity, and therefore there can be no 


End of his Power or his Love ; but they 
extend beyond mortal Life, not only to revive 


the Contrite and the Humble Spirit in this World, 
but to raiſe it again united to the Body, to that 
Holy Place, where it ſhall never feel the 
Pangs of Contrition, never have occaſion for 


any Repentance more. 


2. It He that dwells in the High and Holy 
Place, dwells alſo with the Contrite Spirit ; then, 
how unworthy is He to be call'd by the Name 
of Chriſt, who deſpiſes any one, when in the 


| Bitterneſs of his Soul, who Cenſures His 


Repentance as Hypocriſy, troubles or inter- 


rupts Him iu the loweſt Humiliations of it; 


For then ſuch a Perſon is truly moſt worthy 
of our Efteem, and we ought to be pleas'd to 


( 21 ) | 
ſee a Rational Creature take ſo much Pains 
to retrieve it ſelf from Vice and Errour, 
_ more to ſee a Fellow Chriſtian renew- 
ing the Image of his God ; and therefore 
ſhould do all we can poſſibly, to Encou- 
rage, Comfort and Protect him; for what- 
ever His outward Condition may be, how 
much ſoever encompaſs'd with Poverty, Con- 
tempt, and every ſort of ſeeming Miſery ; yet, 
for ought we know God is at that very time 
approaching to dwell with Him, and we 
| ſhould remember particularly what is the 
Defign of His doing ſo, in order to the 
Pradifing ſomething of the ſame nature our- 
ſelves namely, to revive the Spirit of the Humble, 
and to revive the Heart of the Contrite Ones. 
Not that we ought to think that Affliction 
and Miſery are the only Qualifications for this 
Mercy; Repentance is not always voluntary 
in ſuch Circumſtances, but the Unhappy are 
too often reduc'd to Goodneſs ; whereas, in an 
ample Fortune, every At of Religion i is more 
of Choice and Free-Will, more Noble, and 
more fit for God ; Wherefore, whenever Hu- 
mility i is found in the midſt of Earthly Glory: 
Wen, in the height of Power and Proſperity, 
we behold a Contrite Spirit, we may be 
aſſur'd that God delights x dwell with That 


eſpecially ; and have it in greateſt Honour and 
Veneration. _ Liftly, 
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Laftly, and which is indeed chiefly the 
Application of the Whole ; If the high and lofty 
One that inhabiteth Eternity, whoſe Name 1s 
Holy, dwelleth alſo with the Contrite and Humble 
Spirit, then how many preſſing Arguments? 
How many urgent Obligations have we from 
hence to be of ſuch a Contrite and Humble 
Spirit? And if we are not ſo, how juſtly may 
we be aſſur'd, that all theſe Attributes which 
were choſen by the Prophet to ſet forth the 


Greatneſs of God's Goodneſs, will be turn'd 
againſt us in the manifeſtation of his Juſtice. 


Wherefore, if there be any thing indeed of 


that Reaſon left which is ſo conſtantly abus'd, 
and yet ſo conftantly boaſted off ; If there be 
any Remains of Gratitude and Goodneſs in us, 
Het us humble ourſelves before the Father of 


Mercies at this ſolemn Seaſon, now, immedi- 
ately ; otherwiſe it may be too late, the Incli- 
nation, the Opportunity may be loſt ſor ever; 
Alas, Who that was in his Senſes would 


forfeit his Redeemer's Mercy, would incur 


the Anger of that High and Lofty One that 


Inhabiteth Eternity for want of Repentance? 


For want of that uſual Thought, thet common 


Senſe, that ordinary Prudence which we ſel- 


dom fail of, when we have taken any falſe 
Step in what relates to this World, and re- 
ſolve 


5 i. = 
ſolve to be more careful for the future ; but 
this I hope cannot want farther preffing. I. 
beg leave to Conclude all with this Obſerva- 
tion, which may be uſeful both for this World 
and the next : The firft Sign of Wiſdom 1s to 
have as little occaſion for Repentance as is 
poſſible ; the next is, as oft as We have occa- 
fon for it to begin it immediately. 


God of his Infinite Mercy give us Grace to 
Practice accordingly, thro' Jeſus Chriſt ; 

to whom with the Father and Holy Spirit 
be all Honour and Glory, now and for Ever- 


more. 
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